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ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THE NETHERLANDS (SECOND BATCH) 

BELGIUM 

 Belgium congratulates the Netherlands on the ratification of the International on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities. When does the Government of the Netherlands foresee the 

ratification of the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, to the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural and to the Convention on the Rights 

of Persons with Disabilities? 

 

 What measures are the Netherlands taking in order to prevent ethnic profiling by law 

enforcement officers? 

 

 Which steps are the Netherlands considering to address the CEDAW committee’s concerns 

on the persistent gender wage gap and on the high number of women who are victim of 

domestic violence? 

 

 How do the Netherlands intend to address the concerns of the Committee on the Rights of the 

Child at the increase of cases of child maltreatment, neglect of children, domestic violence 

and sexual abuse of certain vulnerable children? 

 

MEXICO 

 Is the Netherlands considering to accede to the Convention for the Protection of the Rights of 

All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families?  If not, what are the major obstacles in 

this regard? 

 

 What measures has the Netherlands taken in order to eradicate discrimination in the labor 

market, mainly on the grounds of ethnic origin and sexual orientation and gender identity? 

 

 Has the Netherlands implemented mechanisms for strengthening the system for reviewing 

asylum applications and guarantee the rights of refugees? 

 

NORWAY 

 Referring to the concerns expressed by the Council of Europe Commissioner of Human 

Rights (letter dated 2 November 2016) regarding three recent legislative amendments to 

combat terrorism, could the Netherlands elaborate on how they undertake to ensure the ECHR 

standards of fair trial and access to an effective remedy, and how civil society have been 

involved in the legislative process.   

 

 In the report from the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) from 

2013, ECRI recommended that the Netherlands introduce a provision to the effect that racist 

motivation constitutes a specific aggravating circumstance in sentencing, a recommendation 

the Netherlands have rejected. Could you elaborate on why you do not see this as a suitable 

measure for preventing racism? 
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SPAIN 

 How does the Kingdom of the Netherlands intend to promote the positive harmonization of 

the international human rights system in the Netherlands, Aruba, Curaçao and St Maarten, 

given the different levels of the protection and promotion of human rights in each territory? 

 

 Does the Dutch Government consider the possibility of establishing additional steps to 

address law enforcement activity related to racial profiling, such as recording official 

statistical data and ensuring adequate mechanisms for the registration of the detentions carried 

out? 

 

 After being one of the first countries to elaborate a National Action Plan on Business and 

Human Rights following the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights, would 

the Dutch Government consider implementing more State-driven measures, rather than 

private sector-driven, to ensure the due diligence of Dutch transnational enterprises in terms 

of accountability?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


