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The Carter Center is a not-for-profit, nongovernmental organization that has helped to improve life for people in 
more than 80 countries by resolving conflicts; advancing democracy, human rights, and economic opportunity; 
preventing diseases; and improving mental health care. The Carter Center was founded in 1982 by former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, in partnership with Emory University to advance peace and health 
worldwide. 
 
The Carter Center’s Democracy Program works globally to promote democratic elections and governance 
consistent with human rights. The Center has monitored 99 elections in 38 countries since 1989, forging many of the 
techniques now common to the field. Recognizing that democratic transitions involve much more than elections, the 
Center also conducts long-term monitoring of political transitions and works to strengthen civil society 
organizations to support democratic governance. The Democratic Election Standards (DES) initiative aims to build 
consensus on standards for democratic elections, based on state obligations under public international law. 
 


