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7 _ Item 6: S
Consideration of UPR reports

- . OQATAR

P

- IVIr. Pres_i_dent,. :

L Amnesty Internatlonal is concerned that forelgn mlgrant Workers continve to be
exploited and abused by their employers in Qatar. Domestic workers have no. legal
protection of their labour rights and are barred from lodging complaints against their
~ employers, despite being forced to'work excessive hours with no days off. Amnesty
International’s research reveals that the sponsorshlp system creates an excessively
unequal power relatlonshlp between employers and workers, Wthh <an amount to
forced labour. : : - :

- We welcome Qatar's acceptance of recommendatlons to reform both the labour law?
~and the sponsorship law,” and in particular, urge the government to unambiguously
) abolrsh the exit permit requirement, WhICh is & violation of the right to freedom oF 1
movement by mlgrant workers. 3 o : co

L

Mr. Pre__sident, _'

~ Although positive steps have been taken to combat dlscrlmrnatlon against women and
" prevent human trafﬁcklng, we are concerned that women in Qatar still face barriers in
exercising their human rights in law, policy and practice. There is no law criminalizing
domest|c \nolence and the government has yet to acknowledge the. problem ofvrolence

+

AIHRCI27115, recemmendatmns 124.59- 124,62 (Benmak, Be!gwm, Italy, Norway)
*1bid, recommendations a24.78-124.81. (Spain, Uruguay, Belgium, UK) - :

- 7 Articte 13 (2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “everyone has the right fo Ieave any country,”
|ncludlng h|s own, and to return to his country”. : . .




| agamst domestrc workers in the home of their empioyer to the extent that women who
report sexual abuse to the authontres r|sl< bemg charged with’ |l||c|t relations’ rather
, than offerecl protectron T

.We we!come Oatar s acceptance of recommendations to crlmmairze violence agamst
“women and to enable’ domestic waorkers to file complaints of violence arid abuse
. ‘without fear of reprisals.* We are dlsappomted however, that recommendations to

 ratify the Optronal Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discfimination agalnst Women and to Irft reserva’nons to the Conventron were
-—reJected 5.0 : : g

Freedom ofexpresston remalns strrctly contro!led in, Oatar and mdrvrduals face lengthy .

co prison sentenices solely for peacefully exercrs:ng thls right. Amnesty Internatlonal

" regrets Qatar’s rejection of a recommendatlon to. release all prlsoners of consuence

~including the poet Mohammed al- -Ajami, ¢ who'is currently serving a 15-year prison-
sentence for writing and recrtmg a poem considered critical of the ruling family.
'\Amnesty Internatlonal urges: the jmmed:ate and Uncondrtlonal release of Mohammad
-_‘aIA_|am| : , R TR TR :

‘_Flnally, Amnesty Internatlonal is dlsmayed that only thls week the government has’
enacted a cybercrrmes law which contain provisions that r|s|< further restnctlng
_;.freedom ofexpressmn in Qatar It should be amended BRI

. _Thank you, Mr Presrdent

- |pid, paragraphs 124.42 {Czech Repubhc), 124,43 (Belgrum) 124, 8o (Belglum)
5 |hid, paragraphs 12.4.17 (Ghana), 124.26 (Portugal), 124, 37 (France), 124 38 (Mexrco)
% \bid, para. 125 7 (Unrtecl States of Amerlca) : 5 i
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