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Speaker: CfI Representative, Josephine Macintosh
MTr President,

Saudi Arabia recently donated US$1million to the UN Entity for Gender Bquality and the Empowerment of
Women', yet the situation of women in the country remains deplorable and the lack of implementation of
recommendatmns from the 2009 UPR makes the ones before us particularly urgent,

Saudi Arabia is suffering gender apartheid. The cornerstone of this patriarchal abuse is the male guardianship
gystem,

Guardianship removes women’s ability to make decisions, thus ensuring their subjugation. The male guardian —
whether the father, brother, husband or even son — undertakes the decision-making regarding matters of body,
health, marriage, and travel. This violates fundamental himan rights® and enables violence against women“'.

In a state where judges and clerics are granted license to interpret cases, often to ﬁt their own pafriarchal
prejudices, women remain unprotected and without a voice.

Removmg malé guardianship would have far—reachmg posmve ramifications, including greater access to
healtheare and greater economic productivity®, Indeed, nearly 2 in 3 women are unemployed in Saudi Arabia®,
due in part by the guardianship system that impedes applying for jobs and commuting to work’,

We welcome progress in women’s rights and gender de-segregation, such as the co-cducati'onal King Abdullah
University for Science and Technology. However, it is clear that this, along with the recent inclusion of women
in the Shura Council®, will be in vain if mate guardianship is not overturned.

We thus urge the Saudi government to move towards abolishing the system of guardianship and for the OHCHR
and states” that have submitted this recommendation to strictly monitor the process.

Thank-you, Mr President.
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