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" Madame PreSIdent , .
: Dlstmgulshed Delegates,
Ladles and Gentlemen, |

~On behalf of the Royal Thai Govemment 1 wish to-

express Thailand’s appreciation for this opportunity to inform

the Councﬂ of our posmon on the UPR reoommendatlens we
have received, as well as prov1de updates on act1ons taken.“

- since our IGVIGW

Dunng Thalland S Teview last October a total of 172
| 1ecommendat1ons were received; 100 of which Thailand was

 ableto accept immediately as they were clearly consistent with

our policies and practices. We took back 72 recommendations
for further consideration. No 1eeommendat1ons were rejected
by Thailand during the review.

~ Following tlle.l"eview,' Thaﬂ'and organized a series of
consultations with relevant agencies and experts to carefully
~consider the pendmg 72 recommendations, with the aim of
'acceptmg as many of them as possible. The outcome of these B
deliberations was endorsed by the Cabinet last month.




I wish to, first of all, point out that each and every one of
the 172 recommendations has been given serious and thorough
consideration by the Thai Government. Let me make it clear
that we do share the concerns raised on some issues, but I

" believe we should be allowed time to work on these issues

within our national context. Indeed, certain recommendations -
touch on sensitive matters and may have far-reaching
| 1mpheatrons They must therefore be viewed in the context of
Thailand’s domestic chaﬂenges in Wthh dlsoussrons are still |
ongomg |

In sm‘n‘ ‘Thailand is able to "a,ooep‘t' in whole or in part, 34

out of the 72 pending recommendations. Therefore, I am |

pleased to say that, altogether, Thailand accepts a total of 134
recommendations. Thailand’s position with regard to the 72
- recommendations is oontamed in an addendum to the report of |
. ;the UPR Workmg Group on Tha11ar1d |

Madame Presuient,

A country’s acceptance of UPR recommendations is
- important. But what is even more important is implementing
the recommendations that each of us has accepted.. Let me
assure all of you that Thailand is committed in earnest and to
the fullest extent to implement each and every one of the
reeommenda‘crons we have accepted. Indeed, we have already
taken steps in this regard. Last month, the Cabinet endorsed a
decision to amend the mandate of Thailand’s UPR Committee
~ to include monitoring and follow-up of UPR recommendations.
| In addition, all relevant agencies were tasked with the
preparation of action plans to 1mp1ement the 1eoommendatrons
| and Voluntary pledges




I should stress that Thailand places great importance on
the participation of all stakeholders at every stage of our UPR
process.  Currently, Thailand’s national report and all the
recommendations received have been tr anslated into Thai and
are being disseminated widely, with a view to enhancing
access to this information by aH sectors of society.

Smce Thailand’s review in October, various sectors of
" Thai society have shown keen interest in the UPR process. On
“different occasions, senior government officials, including
myself, met with Parliamentary committees to discuss’
positions on UPR 1ecommendat10ns The National Human
Rights Commlssmn of Thailand has also organized several
briefings on the UPR for the ‘public and members of the
' Commlssmn s sub- commlttees Discussions “have  been
conducted with -civil soc1ety ‘organizations regaldmg the.
recommendations - 1ecelved mcludlng ways enhance
‘cooperation between the Government and the CS Os Although
many difficult questlons were raised on these occasions, we
- very much appreciate the interaction with all stakeholders and
believe that this is part and parcel of the UPR process, which is
to help generate greater awareness about human 11ghts at the .
| na’monal 1evel |
K /
In the same spirit in which we have Wo11<ed in the
preparation of our UPR report, Thailand believes that the
successful implementation of . the UPR recommendations |
requires the widest paltlclpatlon of all stakeholdels Therefore,
“we have embarked on a nationwide consultation process earlier
this month, the objective of which is to “disseminate
information 1ega1d111g the UPR p1ocess and - the
1ecommendat10ns received, as well as to seek inputs on ways
to forge closer cooperation among all stakeholders to
veffeotlvely nnplement the accepted 1eoommendat10ns A series



of further consultations will be carried out during the next few
months in all regions of the country. |

| Madame President,

Since - our review, Thailand ® has already begun |

implementing some of the UPR recommendations  and
voluntary pledges. Allow me to elaborate on some of the
progress that has been recorded. R

Certain countries recommended that Thailand become a
party to various international human rights instruments. In this

~ regard, Thaﬂ(and is pleased to announce that in January this

-~ year, we have signed the Convention for the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance. Currently, we are
- rev1ew1ng our 1eglslat10n in preparatlon for futule rat1ﬁoat1on

Also Thaﬂand has begun a process to consider the

p0331b111ty of becoming a Party to the Optional Protocol to the
. Convention on the Rights of the Child on a communications

procedure, which has recently been opened for signature and

rat1ﬁcat10n As a member of the Core Group advocating for
this instrument, Thaﬂand is determined to complete the
“consultation process as soon as possible. A national public

forum was held last month to exchange views on this miatter,

~ which generated much interest among various sectors.

~ With 1ega1d to the Withdrawal of reservations to
international  human ri ghts instr uments the relevant national

committees have taken nnportant decisions in this regard.
Decisions have thus been taken for Thailand to withdraw our
reservation to Article 16 of the Convention on the Elimination

~ of All Forms of Discrimination against Women regarding

marriage and family relations and to withdraw interpretative
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declarations on Articles 6 and 9 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights regarding the death penalty on
persons below eighteen and the bringing of arrested or detained
persons promptly before the judge. Meanwhile, the National
Committee on the implementation of the obligations under the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is
considering withdrawing Thailand’s interpretative declaration
on Article 18 of the Convention regarding nationality of
persons with disabilities. Currently, an internal process. is
underway with a view to formally announcing our withdrawal
of the aforementioned . reservation —and interpretative
declarations in the near future. | DS

" May I also recall that, as part of our voluntary pledges,
Thailand agreed to issue a standing.invitation to all Special
Procedures ~of . the Council, which was welcomed by all
“countries during the review. We have already proceeded with
~ the preparation of an initial calendar of visits, and are pleased
© to announce our intention to invi(te\ an initial batch of three

~ special rapporteurs to visit the country over the course of the
next few years. They are the Special Rapporteur on the right
to safe drinking water and sanitation, the Special Rapporteur,
on torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or
punishment, and the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children,
“child prostitution and child pornography. Thailand hopes to -
finalize the timing of these visits in due time. | |

‘Some countries recommended Thailand to - enhance
~ protection for vulnerable groups. In this regard, in J anuary the
Senate approved the draft Nationality. Bill, which, once |
promulgated, will provide a channel for additional groups of
persons with status problems to apply for and be granted Thai
nationality. | | | ,




| Also, last month, the Office of the Prime Minister issued
an announcement describing the types of work that foreign
victims of human trafficking may take up in Thailand, pending
their return to their home countries. - It is hoped that this will
help empower the victims, enhance their independence and
better prepare them for their eventual return.

[t may also be recalled that various countries
recommended that Thailand, within the context of our
- domestic political situation, pursue further efforts on national
- reconciliation. Indeed, we are moving forward in this regard.
The . Cabinet ‘has apploved a compensatlon package for all .
those affected by past political violence. Inveshgaﬁons and
 legal proceedings are also ongoing in ' order to bring
. perpetrators to.account and provide justice for all.

| An additional compensation package for those who have -
~ been affected by the violent incidents in the Southern Border
Provinces has also been approved by the committee: on
rehabilitation of people affected by the Southern violence. Itis
now awaiting the Cabinét’s approval. We very much
recognize that this does not provide a comprehensive answer to

the situation, but we hope it affords some remedy. to the .

- persons affected. In any case, Thalland is determined to pursue

further efforts to address the root causes of the problem, be -
they SOClal justice, development, the 1ule of law, or the
TeCo gnltlon of cultul al identities. ﬂ

Madame ‘President,

These are just some of our efforts so far. We admit that
challenges continue to exist in various areas, Whlch need to be
tackled effectively. The Thai delegation today, comprising -
- representatives from the Royal Thai Police, the Ministry of
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Justice, the Ministry of Labour and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, looks forward to receiving suggestions from countries,
as well as the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand
and NGOs, on ways to address these challenges and move
forward ~ with  the implementation ~ of  our. UPR
recommendations. | o | .

‘Thank you.

*****#************'




