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Oral statement before the 23rd session of the UN Human Rights Council
‘ regarding the Universal Periodic Review of Romania :

June 6", 2013

We would like to thank all de‘legaﬁons for the recommendations made to Romania within

the UPR process. We would like to comment on the following: , -

1. On the matter of Roma housing, we would like to mention that the Romanian state has
done nothing to remedy the situation of Roma informal settlements or to decrease the gap

between Roma and non-Roma in terms of housing conditi(')ns.1 A report by the Romanian

Institute for Research on National Minorities” 16oking at the Roma communities in Baia

Mare stated with regards to Pirita Roma informal community: “There are children who °

have no clothing, shoes, and only feed to survive (...) (a girl wantsto be a wife, a mother,
and has no favourite food, any food to quell her hunger is enough).”” Baia Mare is the
city where the local authorities erected a wall separating the Roma from the rest in 2011,
~and in 2012 relocated Roma from an informal settlement to the undecontaminated
chemical labs of a former factory. Their first night there, a number of people, primarily
children, were taken to the ER. In the case of the wall, 2 Romanian court reversed the
decision of the National Council for Combating Discrimination (NCCD), which had
given a fine for discrimination.* The case of the relocation was also brought before the

NCCD which found discrimination, but only issued a warning this »time;.s The Roma in -

Baia Mare are not the onty ones facing abuses by state authorities.®
2. Romania has been comménded_ for ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention
- Against Torture (OP-CAT). Yet, no preventive mechanism has been.put in place, and
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Dynamics, p. 117-122, available at: www.anr. gov.ro/docs/Publicatii/Come_closer.pdf and UNDP, The housing situation of Roma
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Romania has asked for anothe1 prorogation.” As we speak the Centre for Legal
Resources has launched an urgent appeal to action regardmg the situation of 54 young
persons with severe mental d1sab111t1es held in a state centre in the middle of Bucharest.
Recent televised coverage of the centre’ showed i images of severe underweight of patients
and the existence of physical restraint. The Centre for Legal Resources, which has been
doing monitoring visits to psychiatry hospitals for 10 years, has; for the first time, been
denied access to this establishment.

B All these s1tuat10ns speak to the impunity of state structures in my country when the most
vulnerable afe abused. We are confident that by bringing this to your attention here, at the
Human Rights Council, we will manage to effect some positive change.

g Roma Centre for Social Intervention and Stud1es — Romani CRISS
and the Centre for Legal Resources

Romani CRISS -~ Tel: +4 021 31 07 070 Fax: +4 031 81 57 623 e-maﬂ:
office@romanicriss.org; Web: http://www.romanicriss.org/en/ _
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. Gengva, 09.07.2012, available at:
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