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! Statistics from the Economic Planning Unit, “The Malaysian Economy in Figures 2008”.

: Article 4 (1) of the Federal Constitution.

3 Articles 14-31; 47-48; 96; 119; 136; 147 and 180; 151 respectively.

4 Malaysia acceded to the Convention on the Rights of the Child in February 1995 with reservation on 12

articlesi.e: Articles 1, 2, 7, 13, 14, 15, 22, 28, 37, 40 (3), 40 (4), 44 and 45. The Government withdrew
reservations in 1998 on Article 22, 28 (1) (b), (c), (d), (e), 40 (3), 40 (4), 44 and 45. Hence, the remaining
reservations are on Articles 1, 2, 7, 13, 14, 15, 28 (1) (a) and 37.

> In addressing the problem caused by regional trafficking syndicates, Malaysian authorities have shared and

exchanged intelligence information with their foreign counterparts and INTERPOL. At the regional level,
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Malaysia participates in the ASEAN Senior Officials Meetings on Transnational Crime (SOMTC) Working Group
in Trafficking in Persons.

6 Chapter VIA - Offences Relating To Terrorism, Section 130B - . Section 130T.

’ Ratified in 1957, 1959 and 1994 respectively.

8 USDL1 is equivalent to approximately MYR3.57 based on the rate published by the Central Bank of Malaysia

as of 23 October 2008.

i Based on the analysis of the past 15 years, the Government has identified several gaps and challenges that

needed to be addressed to ensure the national vision can be achieved by 2020. Efforts to bridge the education gap
have increased rapidly and progress has been made since the Third Malaysia Plan (1976-1980). The aim is to ensure
that all schools and students have equal opportunity and capability to excel. The Ministry of Education of Malaysia
has identified the gaps that need to be addressed to improve access, equity and quality:

(a) rural and urban gap - refers to the disparity in the provision of infrastructure and teachers’ emplacement,
especially in under-enrolled Orang Asli and remote schools;

(b) digital gap - refers to the disparity in terms of access to ICT facilities between locations and in the
mastery of ICT skills among students and teachers;

(c) disparity in students’ ability refers to the difficulty in mastering the 3Rs, failure to achieve the
minimum standards and students with high risk of dropping out from the education system;

(d) gap between normal and special needs students — refers to the disparity in the provision of appropriate
facilities to support the teaching and learning process for students with special needs, including the disabled, gifted
and talented;

(e) socio-economic gap — refers to the disparity in students’ health, discipline, welfare as well as poverty in
both rural and urban areas.

10 Services provided in government hospitals and clinics include, among others, maternal and child care and care

of psychiatric patients.

1 The Malaysian government upholds the continuous policy of eradicating hardcore poor (urban and rural)

within the country. Plans to eradicate pockets of poverty in the remote areas where indigenous settlements are
located were also included in the Ninth Malaysia Plan. The thrust of poverty eradication strategies will focus on
eradicating totally hardcore poverty and sustaining them with safety nets programmes, preventing them from falling
back in the hardcore poor level. In addressing these issues, the Malaysian government has categorised poverty into
two strata which is urban and rural. Through the Ninth Malaysia Plan, common Poverty Line Income (PLI) with
number of members of household, age groups and gender will determine the per capita poverty line income within
different strata developed and applied. Each and every member of household has their own per capita income based
on age, gender and special nutrient requirement based on calory intake.

12 “PHP for Rental" houses are rented out by the local authorities to the squatters in urban areas as well as those

who cannot afford to own a house for a monthly rental charge of MYR 124. Houses built under “PHP for Sale” are
to be sold based on the 4-tier pricing of houses ranging from MYR 35,000.00 to MYR 42,000.00 per unit depending
on the location and the value of land.

13 In 2006, 2,136 hardcore poor households in rural areas were provided home reconstruction and restoration

assistance, which benefited 10,680 members of the households. In 2007, housing assistance was provided to
1,942 hardcore poor households benefiting 9,710 members of the households.

14 New Straits Times, “70pc of government agencies rated ‘good’ or better”, Tuesday, 2 September 2008.

15 Extract taken from www.pemudah.gov.my.

16 The rights of Orang Asli to education, health, political, civil, social and beliefs/culture are provided under the

Constitution and Aboriginal People Act 1954. The Department of Orang Asli Affairs is given the responsibility to
protect the welfare and manage the development of Orang Asli.

1 The Sarawak State Committee on Penan Affairs is assisted by the Divisional Committee and headed by the

respective Residents of Miri, Limbang and Kapit. Their responsibilities are to compile, study, screen and prioritise
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development proposals submitted by District Offices and make recommendations to the State Committee, and to
supervise and monitor activities of District Committee.

18 The Penan Volunteer Corps are trained with basic skills in agriculture, child and adult education and first-aid

so that they can help the community in their respective villages. Basically, their roles include, to assist the
formerly nomadic Penan to adopt settled life; to train the Penan with basic skills in agriculture and first-aid; to give
informal education to both children and the adults; and to help speed up the government efforts to bring the Penan
community into the mainstream of development.

1 The purpose of the Service Centre Programme is to provide basic services and facilities not only to the Penan

but also to the community in the vicinity. These service centres will evolve as the nucleus or focal point for a
bigger and holistic development of the Penan community. The State of Sarawak has established four (4) Service
Centres at Long Kevok, Batu Bungan, and Long Jekitan in Baram District; and Lusong Laku in Belaga District.
Each Service Centre is equipped with Primary School, Rural Clinic and Agriculture Station.

20 The Sarawak State Government has extended various forms of educational assistance to the Penan community

such as material assistance, which includes school uniforms, school bags, books, school fees and transportation.
These educational assistances have encouraged the Penan students to attend school and hence, reduced dropouts.
The Ministry of Education of Malaysia also provides financial assistance to the poor students through Poor Students
Provident Fund and Tuition Voucher Scheme.

2 The Government of Malaysia provides health and medical services in remote Penan settlement areas through

Flying Doctors and Mobile Clinic. In addition, the Government trains the Penans with basic first aid and medical
knowledge under Village Health Representative programme. The Government also provides clean water to the
Penan communities through gravity-feed system. These services have improved the general health condition of the
Penan community and has increased the Penan population from 9,237 (1990) to 16,281 (2008).

2 The Department of Agriculture provides agriculture extension services to the Penan. These services have

increased agricultural productivity of the Penan. Hence, they are able to produce sufficient food for their own
consumption and provide alternative sources of income.

3 The Thai community in Malaysia makes up about 60,000 of the nation’s 27 million people. In line with

Malaysia’s principle of non-discrimination against minorities, the Government has ensured that the culture and
language of the Malaysian Thais are preserved and protected.



