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In his statement 6n/May 5" H.E. Mr. Joe Ghartey,,Ithster of Justice an florney L?"i’w
Genera, reacted to :ssues% in a report submikft'e‘a“by FIAN Intemational. Th|s e el &

report & hasisedf thiwe expansion of4hinjng operat—'rcﬁg;md the rel C_‘-_M’[;' ":.! et
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deployment of theL}ru'h ary and policeto the mining areas has led te'serious hum e
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rights violations in mining communities in Ghana. "v{x_ . e

5!% n{

U I Fqub«L L‘d’"’é" M /}@g{

Ll?txring his speech, the Minister made the foliowing stateme%t\flt is true that ata

certain point, joint military and police teams were protecting mining companies driving
away illegal miners, but that was a short term measure and we have reviewed it and
we don't intend to continue 1\" His" was the first time that the government announced
the d:scontlnuatlon of military support for mining companies. It is announcements like
this that demonstrate that the UPR process can be a valuable instrument fera-state.
to reflect on the human rights implications of tt;v, pohmes and to make a commitment
to the international community as welfas :33 é'?fizens to improve its human rights

record.

In relation to the outcome of the rewosess Wmmﬂ%t

g;oup V?é consider it of highest importancs, first, t
{ C il rﬂ" & L-qh_l_i’,w;g_dh-—t (ot
mm;menﬁ%#the government of Ghama willidiscontinue military support to

mining companies in order to prevent further human rights violations. Second, we
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recommend that the Human-Rights Councﬂzxphmtly weloeme\fdhls announcement
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,asmelLae::t—he announcem?ﬁ%\fna e n the same occasmr{by the Ghana Commlssmn
for Human Rights and Admlnistraflve Justlce/that it will shortly release a report on

human rights violations in mining communities.

Mr. President, peasant farmers in Ghana have deeply suffered from the loss of
access to land and water because of large-scale mining, many are experiencing the
viol}gtion of their economic, social and cultural rights on a daily basis. The outcome of
th i/’pjr\ocess can thus be crucial for them. indeed, the discontinuation of military
support to mining companies is important to end the fear that farmers are shot
because they want to access their farmlands or because they are exercising their
right to freedom of assembly. The announcements made by the government of
Ghana are laudable, but only if they are implemented. We believe that the Human

Rights Councif can play a role in this.

Thank you, Mr. President.



