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The Russian Federation made the following point of order: the Republic of Abkhazia and the
Republic of South Ossetia are independent States. Therefore the human rights situation in these two
countries cannot be subject to discussion within the UPR of Georgia. The allegations of Georgia
about the occupation of the mentioned territories are absurd. Russia does not exercise authority in the
said countries and does not control their governing bodies, which have been formed by democratic
means. In this regard we request you to call on the delegation of Georgia not to politicize the
situation, but to do what it is supposed to do — consider the human rights violations in Georgia. We
request to fully reflect this statement in the report of our session.

In response, Georgia made a point of order objecting to the point of order raised by the delegation of
Russian Federation. The Georgian Delegation stressed that it wanted to focus discussions strictly on
the human rights and that it was unfortunate that Russia was trying to politicize the process. It was no
secret that Russia challenged Georgia’s territorial integrity, even though Georgia’s territorial integrity
and sovereignty was recognized by the international community which was adequately reflected in
the United Nations documents, including all Security Council resolutions adopted on the situation in
Georgia since 1993 and all United Nations General Assembly resolutions adopted since 2008.
Georgia called on Russia to respect the very essence of the Human Rights Council and concentrate on
issues related to human rights. The Georgian side was ready to engage in a constructive discussion
and reflect on all issues related to the human rights record in its country.

Subsequently, the President recalled all delegations that, as per rule 113 of the rules of procedure, a
point of order should focus on procedural matters. Debating of territorial issues was a substantive
exercise. Moreover, those issues were more appropriately dealt with in other forums. The Working
Group on the Universal Periodic Review was not the competent body to discuss issues of a political
or territorial nature. Consequently, he invited all delegations to focus on human rights issues, in the
context of their statements. In that regard, he also reiterated that all States were entitled to their views.
He asked that those be voiced in a respectful manner. He also appealed to all concerned to refrain
from using the review to deal with bilateral issues as that ultimately undermined the principles of
universality and goals of this mechanism.
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The Russian Federation made the following point of order: “Regarding the statements of the
delegations of Georgia, the USA and Australia, made in spite of the call of the Chairperson of our
session, we would like to point out once again that allegations about the occupation of Abkhazia and
South Ossetia are false and unacceptable. The allegations of discrimination by Russia of Georgian
population in Abkhazia and South Ossetia from the 1990s are also absurd. During all this period
Russia exercised in the mentioned regions peace-making function in full compliance with the
mandates of the CIS and the UN and by approbation of the Georgian side. In conclusion we would
like to reaffirm that the human rights situation in the Republic of Abkhazia and Republic of South
Ossetia cannot be subject to discus within the UPR of Georgia, and the relevant chapters of the
documents submitted to it must not be considered by the Working Group and the Human Rights
Council. We request to fully reflect this statement in the report of our session.”

In response the Georgian delegation made a point of order regretting that, despite the President’s call
and the call from the head of the Georgian delegation, Russia continued to misuse the point of order
procedures and was giving no other choice, but to take the floor. Georgia did not want to take the
valuable time from the speakers, who were eager to sincerely discuss the progress as well as
challenges that Georgia had with regard to the human rights protection and, thus, it would not to
repeat the points already mentioned during the first point of order. Georgia underlined once again that
the territorial integrity of Georgia was recognized by the United Nations and the international
community. It was regrettable that the only State that challenged Georgian territorial integrity had still
managed to politicize the debate. Georgia was in the working group for human rights. Georgia
reminded representatives of the Russian Federation that the military presence and the effective control
of a territory of one country by another country, without the consent of the country, made the other
country an occupying power. It urged the President to strongly call on certain delegation to respect
the procedures, the format and the goals of the session and of the Human Rights Council. It requested
that both points of prder to be reflected in the minutes of the meeting.

Subsequently, the President stated that he understood that delegations may be tempted to raise issues
which they considered very important in a bilateral context. However, he reminded that the Working
Group on Universal Periodic Review was not the competent or appropriate forum to raise and discuss
bilateral issues of a political or territorial nature. He already clarified what should be the framework
within which the Working Group was operating. He urged those concerned to take this into account
and avoid resorting to points of order. Substantive considerations should be included in the relevant
statements and not in points of order.
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? The recommendation as read during the interactive dialogue: amend the Law on Police to bring it in
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line with international standards.
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4 L . . L .
Develop relevant legislation to resolve the issue of ownership of non-State media, in a spirit of
transparency.
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