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Notes

The Ministries of the Interior, Regional Development and Urbanization, Health, Justice, Labour
and Social Policy, Education, Youth and Sport, Finances, State Agency for Refugees, National
Commission to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings, National Council for Cooperation on Ethnic
and Demographic Questions, Religions and Denominations Directorate with the Council of
Ministers, Commission for Protection against Discrimination, Council for Electronic Media, Chief
Prosecutor of the Republic of Bulgaria, Ombudsman of the Republic of Bulgaria

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its two Optiona Protocols,
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women and its Optional Protocol, Convention Against Torture and Other
Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, Convention on the Rights of the Child and
its two Optional Protocols, UN Convention on Transnational Organized Crime and its two
Protocols: Protocol against Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air and Protocol on
Prevention, Suppression and Punishment of Human Trafficking, especialy of Women and
Children, UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) etc.

3 Convention for the Protection and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (ratified in 1950),
Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid (ratified in 1984),
Convention against Apartheid in Sports (ratified in 1987), Convention Related to the Status of
Refugees (rat 1993).

The eight fundamental ILO conventions. Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to
Organise Convention, 1948 (No. 87) (State Gazette No. 19 of 1959); Right to Organise and
Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No. 98) (State Gazette No. 19 of 1959); Forced Labour
Convention, 1930 (No. 29) (State Gazette No. 91 of 1932); Abolition of Forced Labour
Convention, 1957 (No. 105) (State Gazette No. 79 of 1998); Minimum Age Convention, 1973 (No.
138) (State Gazette No. 13 of 1980); Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182)
(State Gazette No. 54 of 2000); Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951 (No. 100) (State Gazette
No. 54 of 1955); Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111) (State
Gazette No. 46 of 1960), and Workers with Family Responsibilities Convention, 1981 (No. 156)
(State Gazette No. 9 of 2006); Private Employment Agencies Convention, 1997 (No. 181) (State
Gazette No. 10 of 2005); Protection of Workers' Claims (Employer's Insolvency) Convention,
1992 (No. 173) (Sate Gazette No. 58 of 2004); Maternity Protection Convention (Revised), 2000
(No. 183) (State Gazette No. 85 of 2001); Minimum Standards of Socia Security Convention,
1952 (No. 102) (State Gazette No. 54 of 2008, effective 1 August 2009), as well as seven of the
latest ILO seafarers conventions (Nos. 146, 147, 164, 166, 178, 179 and 180) and recently the
Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 (State Gazette No. 42 of 2009) etc.

Bulgaria is a High Contracting Party to 80 Council of Europe Treaties and in particular the
Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and its protocols
(ProtocolsNo 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7, 8, 11, 13 and 14), the European Cultural Convention, the European
Convention on Extradition and its additional protocol, the Convention for the Protection of
Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Persona Data, the European Social Charter
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31

10

1

12

13

14

(Revised), the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or degrading
Treatment or Punishment and its protocols No 1 and 2, the Framework Convention for the
Protection of National Minorities, the Convention for the Protection of human rights and dignity of
the human being with regard to the application of biology and medicine: Convention on Human
Rights and Biomedicine, the Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings,
Criminal Law Convention on Corruption and its Additional Protocol, Civil Law Convention on
Corruption, CE Partial Agreement GRECO (Group of States against Corruption) etc.

Genera Assembly (1992), General Assembly Third Committee (1980), Commission on Human
Rights (1982), ECOSOC Socia Committee (1985), Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (CERD) (1995-1996).

The Act was passed by the National Assembly on 9 May 2003 and entered into force on 1 January,
2004; the National Assembly elected Mr. Ginyu Ganev, member of the National Assembly, as the
first Ombudsman of the Republic of Bulgaria

By December 2009 there were 11 366 complaints registered with the Ombudsman’s office.

More than 30 investigations have been carried out in connection with complaints about mass
violations by hesting and electricity companies, the rights of patients, the freedom of expressionin
the internet, etc.

The Act was passed on 7 May, 2003, and the Commission for Protection against Discrimination
began functioning in April 2005, when the National Assembly elected five of its members, and the
President of the Republic appointed the other four in May the same year.

The present members of the Commission respectively were elected on April 13, 2005 and
appointed on May 16, 2005.

Since the establishment of the Commission in 2005 until January 2010 there have been 2797
complaints and communi cations brought to its attention.

UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), UN Human Rights
Committee, UN Committee on Economic, Socia and Cultural Rights (CESCR), UN Committee
on the Rights of the Child (CRC), UN Committee against Torture (CAT), UN Committee against
Discrimination of Women (CEDAW), CE Advisory Committee on National Minorities (ACNM)
and CE Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI).

Article 162, Paragraph (1): “Any person, who preaches or incites to racial, national or ethnic
animosity or hatred, or to racial discrimination, by means of speech, through the press or other
mass communication media, through electronic information systems or in another way, shall be
punished by deprivation of liberty for up to four years and by a fine of BGN 5,000 or exceeding
this amount but not exceeding BGN 10,000, as well as by public censure.”

Article 162, Paragraph (2): “Any person, who applies violence against another or who damages his
property on account of his nationality, race, religion, or on account of his political convictions,
shall be punished by deprivation of liberty for up to four years and by a fine of BGN 5,000 or
exceeding this amount but not exceeding BGN 10,000, as well as by public censure”.

Article 163, Paragraph (1): “Any persons, who form part of a crowd ralied to attack population
groups, individual citizens or properties thereof in connection with their national, ethnic or racia
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identity, shall be punished by deprivation of liberty for up to five years (applicable to the abettors
and the leaders) and to deprivation of liberty for up to one year or by probation (applicable to all
therest).”

5 Articles 13 (1) and 37 of the Constitution.
6 Article 37 of the Constitution.
T Article 13 (2) of the Constitution.
18 Article 13 (4) of the Constitution.
¥ Article 13 (3) of the Constitution.
% gection |1 of the Criminal Code:
Article 164 (as amended, State Gazette 27/09):

(1) Who propagates hatred on religious grounds through speeches, press or other means for
mass information, through electronic information systems or in any other way shall be punished by
imprisonment of up to four years or by probation, as well as by fine from five thousand to ten
thousand levs.
(2) Whoever desecrates, destroys or damages a religious temple, a home of prayer, sanctuary or
a building adjacent to them, their symbols or gravestones shall be punished by imprisonment of up
to three years or by probation, aswell as by afine from three thousand to ten thousand levs.
Article 165:
(1)  Who, by force or threat obstructs the citizens to profess their faith or carry out their rituals
and services which do not violate the laws of the country, the public peace and the good morals
shall be punished by imprisonment of up to one year.
(2) The same punishment shall be imposed on those who, in the same way, compels another to
participate in religious rituals and services.
(3) For the acts under art. 163 committed against groups of the population, individual citizens or
their property in connection with their religious belonging shall apply the punishments stipulated
by it.

2 ChapterIl, D, 7

2 Article6 § 3 of the Child Protection Act

% Adopted by the National Assembly on a proposal by the Council of Ministers.

2 Article 8, paragraph 2, the Law on National Education.
% Article 43 of the Constitution

% Article 8 of the Labour Code

Z Article 243 of Labour Code

% Article 29, paragraph 1 of the Constitution.
% Article 52 of the Constitution

%0 Articles 81, 84-98 of the Health Act

3L Articles 33-39 of the Health Insurance Act
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33

32

33

35

36

Article 148 of the Hedlth Act

Article 27 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights: “In those States in which
ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons belonging to such minorities shall not be
denied the right, in community with the other members of their group, to enjoy their own culture,
to profess and practice their own religion, or to use their own language.”

Adopted at 92nd plenary meeting of the UN General Assembly on 18 December 1992, as
resolution 47/135.

Article 10 of Radio and Television Act
Promulgated on 13 December 1998, latest anendments on 6 April 2007.
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